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Abstract 
This paper is part of an on-going research that is being conducted on the quest for identity in Mornings in Jenin. The paper 
LQYHVWLJDWHV WKHHIIHFWVRI$PDO¶V MRXUQH\ZKRZLWQHVVHG WUDXPDWLFFKDQJHVDQG WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ7KHQRYHOFKURQLFOHV IRXU
generations of a Palestinian family from 1948 to the present day. The author, Susan Abulhawa, is a Palestinian-American 
ZULWHUZKRZDVERUQWR3DOHVWLQLDQUHIXJHHVRIWKHZDU7KHDUJXPHQWLVEDVHGRQ-RKDQQ+HUGHU¶VWKHRU\RIQDWLRQDO
LGHQWLW\ DQG -RKQ /RFNH¶V WKHRU\ RIPHPRU\ DQG SHUVRQDl identity. The findings display the significance of memory and 
remembering on identity construction. 
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1. Introduction  
Although Palestinian problem has occurred many decades ago and still, there is a scarcity in the literary 
works that shed light on this issue in English language. The literary Palestinian voice was absent from the literary 
scene and could not reach the world, thus the story of Palestine was not heard. Instead, the story has been told by 
the others. It is true that there are many researches, studies, and books about Palestine and Palestinian misery in 
English but literature was not there. Mornings in Jenin came to participate in filling this gap.   
The author, Susan Abulhawa, is a Palestinian-American writer. She was born to Palestinian refugees of 
the 1967 war when Israel captured what remained of Palestine, including Jerusalem where her family had lived 
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for centuries. She and her family went through the colonial experience and witnessed the tribulation and distress 
of Palestinians in their homeland or as refugees.  
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2. Text and Context 
Mornings in Jenin was first published in 2006 in the United States under the title of The Scar of David. The 
novel was translated into French and a number of languages. Bloomsbury Publishing reissued the novel in the 
United States as Mornings in Jenin (February, 2010) after slight editing.  
The novel covers the era since 1941 until present. It follows the Abulheja family, Yehya and Basima and their 
two sons, in Ein Hod, a village in Palestine. The Abulheja family used to live a simple life as most Palestinian 
farmers did before their tragic dispossession in 1948. The Abulhejas and their countrymen were forced out of 
their villages and homes only to find refuge in foreign towns and lands. They find themselves in a refugee camp 
in Jenin, their lives totally changes after losing everything they used to have in their simple Palestinian village. 
As they struggle in the refugee camp, in the early period after their exile, olive harvest season approaches. Haj 
<HK\D WKH IDPLO\¶VSDWULDUFK VQHDNVDFross the armistice line to tend to his olive groves despite the threat of 
death from an Israeli bullet. When he returns to the camp in Jenin where his family anxiously waits, he brings 
them the fruits of his labor, and the labor of generations before him, plucked from their trees in their village. 
Nothing could stop this old man from returning to his village, but on his next trip, he never made it back to Jenin.  
That was the last time any Abulheja attempted to return, but the dreams of return only grew stronger. Amal, 
ZLWKDORQJYRZHODQDPHPHDQLQJ³KRSHV´LQ$UDELFZDVERUQLQWKHUHIXJHHFDPSRI-HQLQWR+DM<HK\D¶V
son Hasan. Her older brother, Yousef, spent his early years in Ein Hod before the Nakba. Another older brother, 
Ismael, was taken from hLVPRWKHU¶VDUPVGXULQJ WKHH[RGXV IURP(LQ+RG ,WZRXOGEH WKURXJK$PDO¶VH\HV
KRZHYHUWKDWWKHIDPLO\¶VVWRU\LVWROG 
Amal is born into refugee life. She grows up in the shadow of a mother that was devastated by the loss of a 
child. In 1967, Amal experiences six GD\VRIKRUURULQDKROHLQWKHJURXQGWKDWZLOOIRUHYHUFKDQJHKHUIDPLO\¶V
life. The father that read poetry to her in the early hours of the morning, the scenes that lend the book its title, is 
never seen again. Her mother slips into dementia, and her brother Yousef will soon leave to join the resistance.  
6KHJURZVXSDZD\IURP-HQLQDQGVHHNVDQHGXFDWLRQLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHV+HUIDWKHU¶VZLVKZDVWKDWVKHEH
educated and a scholarship makes this possible. In her ghorba (life away from home) Amal experiences western 
life and the contradictions it poses for Palestinians like herself. She will eventually travel to a refugee camp in 
Lebanon to reconnect with her brother. In Lebanon, she remembers her past, her love for the land and her family, 
and starts a family of her own. And just as stability seems to be coming back to her life, anchored by the 
cornerstone of family, tragedy strikes again. The massacres at Sabra and Shatila will devastate the Abulhejas in 
1982, just as 1967 devastated them in Jenin, just as 1948 devastated them in Ein Hod.  
Amal raises her daughter, Sara, as a single mother. She wants her to have nothing to do with Palestine, 
politics, and the wars that scared Amal literally and figuratively for decades. But a twist of fate, which brings 
$PDO¶V ORQJ-lost brother back into her life, sparks an interest in Sara who is now old enough to start hearing 
DERXWWKHVHFUHWVRIKHUPRWKHU¶VSDVW8OWLPDWHO\LWZLOOEH6DUDDQGKHUJHQHUDWLRQZKLFKZLOOFDUU\WKHKRSHV
of Palestine and Palestinians after Amal is gone. 
-HQLQ¶V PDVVDFUH LQ  LV WKH EDFNGURS RI WKLV QRYHO 7KH VWRU\ EHJDQ LQ $SULO  ZKHQ WKH ,VUDHOL
Defense Forces invaded the Palestinian refugee camp in Jenin, leveled it to the ground, killed more than seventy 
people and buried civilians alive in their demolished homes and smoldering buildings. Israeli occupation troops 
used every heavy means of killing and lasted for almost 16 days, April 3-18. Susan Abulhawa traveled to Jenin in 
2002 after hearing reports of a maVVDFUHLQWKHWRZQ¶VUHIXJHHFDPS³7KHKRUURUV,ZLWQHVVHGWKHUHJDYHPHWKH
XUJHQF\WRWHOOWKLVVWRU\´VKHVD\V³7KHVWHDGIDVWQHVVFRXUDJHDQGKXPDQLW\RIWKHSHRSOHRI-HQLQZHUHP\
LQVSLUDWLRQ´ 
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3. Historical Overview 
Palestine¶VSUREOHPVWDUWHGLQthe year that Israel was created in 1948 but the root of this conflict began 
ILIW\\HDUVHDUOLHU,WLVGXHWRWKH³HPHUJHQFHLQWKHODWHQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\RIWKH(XURSHDQ-based Zionist 
movement, dedicated to establishing a Jewish national homeland on the land of Historic Palestine (Matar: 2011  
´7KHILUVWFRQJUHVVRIWKLVPRYHPHQWZDVKHOGLQ$XJXVWLQWKH6ZLVVWRZQRI%DVWOHXQGHUWKH
FKDLUPDQVKLSRI7KHRGRUH+HU]O³7KHFRQJUHVVGHILQHGWKHDLPRI=LRQLVPDVµWKHFUHDWLRQRIDKRPHIRUWKH
JHZLVKSHRSOHLQ3DOHVWLQHWREHVHFXUHGE\SXEOLFODZ¶,WDOVRHVWDEOLVKHGLQVWLWXWLRQVIRUWKHSURPRWLRQRIWKLV
goal (Karsh: 2002 ´ 
The victors in the First World War, Britain and France parted the Middle East region and signed what is 
known later as The Sykes±3LFRW$JUHHPHQWLQ´%ULWDLQFRQTXHUHG3DOHVWLQHLQ±1918 and the League 
of Nations eventually sanctioned British Mandatory rule in the country (and in Transjordan and Iraq) and French 
0DQGDWHVLQ6\ULDDQG/HEDQRQ´(Morris: 2004  9-10). In 1917 the United Kingdom's Foreign Secretary Arthur 
-DPHV%DOIRXULVVXHGWKH%DOIRXU'HFODUDWLRQ,Q7KLVGHFODUDWLRQ%ULWDLQXQGHUWRRN³WRKHOSHVWDEOLVKLQLWD
µ1DWLRQDO+RPHIRUWKH-HZLVK3HRSOH¶ The Mandatory charter, finally approved in 1923, stressed the historic 
FRQQHFWLRQRIWKH-HZLVKSHRSOHWRWKH/DQGRI,VUDHO´(Morris: 2004  9-10). 
,QWKH\HDUVXQWLOFKDQJLQJWKHGHPRJUDSKLFUDWLRDQGµMXGDL]LQJ¶3DOHVWLQHZDVDFRPSOLFDWHG
issue faced the Zionist movement. The figures says thaW³%XWLQWUXWKRQWKHHYHRIWKH=LRQLVWLQIOX[WKHFRXQWU\
had a population of about 450,000 Arabs (and 20,000 Jews), almost all of them living in its more fertile, northern 
half. (Morris: 2004  9-10). Benny Morris in his book The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem Revisited 
(2004) discusses this question saying: 
+RZZDVWKH=LRQLVWPRYHPHQWWRWXUQ3DOHVWLQHLQWRDµ-HZLVK¶VWDWHLIWKHRYHUZKHOPLQJPDMRULW\RI
its inhabitants were Arabs? And if, over the years, by means of massive Jewish immigration, the Jews were at last 
WRDWWDLQDPDMRULW\KRZFRXOGDWUXO\µ-HZLVK¶DQGVWDEOHSROLW\EHHVWDEOLVKHGFRQWDLQLQJDYHU\ODUJHDQG
SRVVLEO\GLVDIIHFWHG$UDEPLQRULW\ZKRVHELUWKUDWHZDVPXFKKLJKHUWKDQWKH-HZV¶" 
   To do so, they had two steps, sequentially or in parallel; i.e. displacement and replacement. First is to 
displace and evacuate the Palestinians away from their lands either by forcing and terrorization the Palestinian, 
the original inhabitants, or by purchasing their properties. Second step is to transfer Jews from all over the world 
and transplant them there. Benny Morris (2004) quoted Theodor Herzl from his diary on 12 June 1895 when he 
proposed the solution of this problem: 
We must expropriate gently . . . We shall try to spirit the penniless population across the border 
by procuring employment for it in the transit countries, while denying it any employment in our 
country . . . Both the process of expropriation and the removal of the poor must be carried out 
discretely and circumspectly. (41)  
0RUULVFRPPHQWVRQWKLVRSHUDWLRQE\VD\LQJ³WKH$UDEVPLJKWEHLQGXFHGWROHDYHE\PHDQVRI
DFRPELQDWLRQRIILQDQFLDOVWLFNVDQGFDUURWV´ 
7UDQVIHU RI 3DOHVWLQLDQV¶ SROLF\ ZDV HQGRUVHG E\ WKH LPSHULDO SRZHUV DW WKDW WLPH The British 
JRYHUQPHQW UHSUHVHQWHGE\ WKHUXOLQJSDUW\DW WKDW WLPH WKH/DERXU3DUW\UHFRPPHQGHG³3DOHVWLQH VXUHO\ LVD
case, on human grounds and to promote a stable settlement, for a transfer of population. Let the Arabs be 
encouraged to move out, as WKH-HZVPRYHLQ´Safty:2009  179) 
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6XEVHTXHQWO\WKHHYDFXDWLRQSROLF\EHFDPHWKHVRXUFHRIWKHUHIXJHHV¶WUDJHG\ZKHQPRUHWKDQ
Palestinians forced to leave their properties, leaving behind constituting 90 per cent of the land in Palestine, were 
seized by the Israeli government for Jewish use. Another 400000 Palestinians were expelled during the naksa 
(setback) war in 1967. (Shiblak: 2009). In present time and after more than 60 years from the catastrophe in 
1948, the Palestinian statistics says that:  
Today, most Palestinian refugees live in West Bank,Gaza strip and the neighbouring Arab states 
of Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. There are more than 10 million Palestinians,3 three-quarters of 
whom are displaced. More than half are displaced outside the borders of their historical 
homeland, while a further quarter of a million are displaced inside Israel, having had their 
original property expropriated. (Shiblak: 2009). 
The tragedy of the Palestinian refugees is only one of the manifestations of the nakba (catastrophe) in 
1948. There are many various dimensions, social, economic, political and cultural for this occupation. The whole 
OLIHRI3DOHVWLQLDQVKDYHFKDQJHGDQGWXUQHGXSVLGHGRZQ³7KHFUHDWLRQRI,VUDHOFRQYHUWHGDVHWWOHGPRVWO\
agricultural society into a nation of refugees, exiles, second-class citizens and communities under military 
RFFXSDWLRQ´(Karmi: 2007 18) 
³7KHnakba, or catastrophe, did more than dispossess the Palestinians. It destroyed their whole 
society and led to their fragmentation and dispersal(Karmi: 2007 17-18) 
4. Identity: personal and National.  
1RYHO¶VDQDO\VLVZLOOH[DPLQHWZRGLPHQVLRQVRILGHQWLW\LHSHUVRQDODQGQDWLRQDO 
3HUVRQDOLGHQWLW\ZLOOEHH[DPLQHGLQWKLVSDSHUH[HFXWLQJ-RKQ/RFNH¶V- 1704) theory of memory 
and personal identity. LoFNH¶Vtheory emphasized  that ³PHPRU\LVDNH\FRQVWLWXHQWRIRXULGHDRIDSHUVRQDQG
the identity of a person over time is constituted by direct memory connections. Memory is an essential 
component in identity structure bHFDXVH ³PHPRU\ DQG LGHQWLW\ DUH FRQQHFWHG %RWK DUH ERXQG WR KLVWRULFDO
FRQWH[WVDQGKDYHWREHVHHQDVFRQVWUXFWLRQV LQWHQGHGDQGGHYHORSHGIRUSDUWLFXODUSXUSRVHV´Hammer:2005  
40).  
The contemporary life of Palestinians in Mornings in Jenin is mostly based on the memory of old days 
when people used to live a normal life on their lands as human beings. The title of the novel itself recalls some 
GD\VIURPWKHSDVW)RUWKHWLPHEHLQJDQGRYHUWKH\HDUV³3DOHVWLQLDQIRONFXOWXUHFRQYH\HGE\VRQJVEDOODds, 
poetry, film and narrative, have formed around three motifs: praise and memory of the lost paradise from which 
3DOHVWLQLDQVZHUHH[SHOOHGODPHQWDWLRQRIWKHSUHVHQWDQGGHSLFWLRQRIWKHLPDJLQHGUHWXUQ´Matar: 2011  25) 
Therefore, Palestinians are a nostalgic people. They year to their past days and life: ³7KHUH LV D
romanticizing tendency to speak of an ideal existence before Palestinian society and ways of life were 
dismembered. µWe lived in Paradise¶ is a remark so often heard from older Palestinians ± from those in refugee 
camps, in particular. (Matar: 2011 26) 
1DWLRQDO LGHQWLW\ ZLOO EH GLVFXVVHG KHUH DSSO\LQJ -RKDQQ *RWWIULHG +HUGHU¶V  $XJXVW  ± 18 
'HFHPEHU  WKHRU\ RQ QDWLRQDO LGHQWLW\ -RKDQQ *RWWIULHG +HUGHU D *HUPDQ SKLORVRSKHU ³argued that a 
nation is constituted through its language and culture. He emphasized the significance of the practices, customs 
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and rituals of everyday life, and of the stories, folk beliefs and myths in terms of which people make sense of 
WKHLUOLYHV´Poole: 1999  61 ). 
In the novel, almost all of the Palestinian characters are nationalists. Amal, her members of family, her 
friends and husband are all share same spirit. Regaining their state and return to the sovereign land become the 
main motive behind thHLU QDWLRQDO LGHQWLW\ ,Q JHQHUDO IRU 3DOHVWLQLDQV ³7KH KRPHODQG LV WKH JURXQG LQ D QHDU
literal sense of national identity. It is significant that the land is conceived as a common possession, something all 
members of the nation share. (Poole:1999 15) 
4.1. Personal identity in Mornings in Jenin 
Morning in Jenin is a novel of memory and remembering. Memory, according to John Locke, is a key constituent 
of our idea of a person and the identity. Thus the whole novel is based on memory and remembering. The author 
uVHGWKHWKLUGSHUVRQYRLFHWRWHOOPRVWRIWKHQRYHO¶VGHWDLOV6KHXVHGIODVKEDFNWHFKQLTXHDQGWKHQRYHORSHQHG
in a scene is occurring in 2002 when Amal is facing an Israeli soldier with his gun on her forehead. To start after 
that the journey of the memory and we are sent back about sixty years to pre-RFFXSDWLRQHUD³dŚĞ ƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶƐ ŽĨ
ŵĞŵŽƌǇƉƵůůĞĚŚĞƌďĂĐŬ͕ĂŶĚƐƚŝůůďĂĐŬ͕ƚŽĂŚŽŵĞƐŚĞŚĂĚnever known͟(Morning in Jenin  2010).  
$IWHU WKLV VKRUW SUHOXGH WKH QRYHO¶V HYHQWV return back to year 1941 to Ein Hod village during the 
Harvest season. In the first four chapters of the novel, which narrate the sequence of the events, until the 
occupation time, the author focused on people-land relations. We notice the peaceful life of the Palestinian 
peasants who their concern is about simple matters. Their relation extends to their death. When Yahya, the 
grandfather was killed in his return journey from Jenin to his village, he kept a souvenir from his land; 
:KHQWKHIDPLO\FOHDQHG<HK\D¶VERG\IRUEXULDOWKH\Iound three olives in his hand and 
some figs in his pockets.(43) 
The novel chronicles the events starting from the nakba (catastrophe) and the following incidents. How 
the people were expelled from their villages and lands. The novel narrates some of the drastic practices by the 
Zionists against the people and the land. When Yahya came back to the village after years, he could see the 
changes have been made. He said: 
The homes on the east and west wings of Ein Hod were still standing but abandoned, and 
the jars of pickles and jams, which had been there since the villagers left five years earlier, 
FRXOGVWLOOEHIRXQGLQSDQWULHV«7KHYLOODJHPRVTXHLQWKHYHU\FHQWHURIWKHWRZQKDG
been turned into a brothel. (43).  
Amal, the protagonist of the novel, was born in Jenin in 1955 in the refugee camp. She opened her eyes 
on the miserable life of the refugees.    
The next morning, the refugees rose from their agitation to the realization that they were 
slowly being erased from the world, from its history and from its future.. Even their 
Palestinian countrymen, in the yet-unconquered West Bank towns, looked down on them 
DV³UHIXJHHV´³,IZHPXVWEHUHIXJHHVZHZLOOQRWOLYHOLNHGRJV´LWZDVGHFODUHG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$PDO¶VFKLOGKRRGUHPDUNHGWKHUHVWRIKHUOLIH+HUWLme spending listening to her father reading some 
poems was remarkable. The title of the novel, Mornings in JeninUHIHUVVSHFLILFDOO\WRWKHVHPRPHQWVDQG-HQLQ¶V
PRUQLQJVDUHDFWXDOO\KHUIDWKHU¶V 
For a long time after, my senses could conjure from memory the sweet scents of spring 
that had bewitched the air.. I told no one of the incident and I lived through the day in 
anticipation of night, the darkness just before dawn, hoping to once again have a special 
SODFHLQ%DED¶VPRUQLQJ-51) 
More tragic eYHQWVVHTXHQFHWRVKDSH$PDO¶VFKDUDFWHUDQGLGHQWLW\,QKHUWK\HDUDQRWKHUFDWDVWURSKLF
war occurred in June 1967. Amal witnessed this war and its subsequences.  
I stood again, careful to peek without being seen. All I could see of the soldiers were their 
legs. They wore big boots that seemed to stomp my body as they walked about. They had 
bombed and burned, killed and maimed, plundered and looted. Now they had come to 
claim the land. (61) 
4.2. National Identity in Mornings in Jenin: 
6XVDQ$EXOKDZD¶V QRYHO came to fill a gap in the Palestinian narrative which is particularly poor in 
fiction. Abulhawa, the refugee Palestinian who left her home and country in her childhood, depicted and 
conveyed part of the catastrophic conditions of the refugee Palestinian. Similar to Amal, Abulhawa left to the 
8QLWHG6WDWHVZKHUHVKHJUDGXDWHGDQGVHWWOHG6KHFDUULHVWKH3DOHVWLQLDQ¶VLVVXHDQGSUHVHQWVWRWKHZRUOG  
,QKLVWKHRU\RQQDWLRQDOLGHQWLW\-RKDQQ*RWWIULHG+HUGHUHPSKDVL]HG³WKHVLJQLILFDQFHRIWKHSUDFWLFHV
cXVWRPVDQGULWXDOVRIHYHU\GD\OLIHDQGRIWKHVWRULHVIRONEHOLHIVDQGP\WKV´DVDIRXQGDWLRQDQGEDVHIRUWKH
QDWLRQDOLGHQWLW\´Poole: 1999  61 ). These are significant factors in national identity construction. The author 
highlights the Palestinian IRONORUH LQ WKH GLIIHUHQW RFFDVLRQV OLNH ZHGGLQJV 7KH GHWDLOV RI 'DOLD¶V ZHGGLQJ
preparations and celebration show shed light on Palestinians folklore and traditions.  
2Q WKH GD\ RI'DOLD¶VZHGGLQJ KHU IHPDOH UHODWLYHV²mother, aunts, married sisters and 
cousins²scrubbed and buffed every inch of her body. Aeeda was repeatedly smeared on 
DQGVQDWFKHGRIIKHUOHJVWKLJKVDUPVEHOO\DQGEXWWRFNV«%HIRUHMRLQLQJWKHZRPHQ
the men celebrated separately, sacrificing a lamb, dancing, and making joy with song and 
music.  (21-22) 
As the miserable situation has not excluded anyone in the refugee camp, all the Palestinian characters in 
the novel are involved the resistance and national acts. Haj Salem in the novel represents the ordinary Palestinian 
people. 
But LQRXU FDPS KLV VWRU\ZDV HYHU\RQH¶V VWRU\ D VLQJOH WDOH RI GLVSRVVHVVLRQRIEHLQJ
VWULSSHGWRWKHERQHVRIRQH¶VKXPDQLW\RIEHLQJGXPSHGOLNHUXEELVKLQWRUHIXJHHFDPSV
unfit for rats. Of being left without rights, home, or nation while the world turned its back 
to watch or cheer the jubilation of the usurpers proclaiming a new state they called Israel.  
(66) 
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$PDO¶V EURWKHU <XVXI DQG KHU KXVEDQG ZHUH IHGD\HHQ (revolutionaries). They joined Palestinian 
Liberation Organization PLO. Her husband is working with them as a doctor and brother as a fighter. They left 
homeland and eventually settled in Lebanon in 1970s. Amal returned from the USA and joined them in their 
camp in Lebanon. To help the small refugee community, she volunteered to teach in the school. Amal left 
Lebanon just before Israel massacre in 1982 and her husband, sister-in-law and baby niece were murdered.  
In 1987, the first intifada broke out led by the boys of stones. It has a significant message to the 
Palestinians and the whole world. In Palestinian collective memory, the events of the Intifada shifted their 
LGHQWLW\³WKDWRIYLFWLP WR WKDWRISURXG3DOHVWLQLDQ)RU3DOHVWLQLDQV LQ WKHGLDVSRUD WKH\RXWKRI WKH ,QWLIDGD
became a source of pride and thus reinforced Palestinian national idHQWLW\´Hammer: 2005  39). 
6WRULHVRI$PDO¶V IDWKHU LQ WKHPRUQLQJV LQ -HQLQDQGSRHPVKHXVHG WR UHDG LQFUHPHQWHGKHUQDWLRQDO
IHHOLQJV7KHVHKRXUVWUDQVIRUPHGWRDORQJLQJ\HDUQLQJDQGQDWLRQDOVSLULWLQ$PDO¶VFKDUDFWHU 
 
5. Conclusion 
The paper examines the manifestations of two types of identities; the personal and the national. The 
main component of the personal identity construction is memory while the main factors of the national identity 
are the customs and rituals of everyday life. Mornings in Jenin, is a novel of memory and remembering therefore 
ZH VWXGLHG WKH UROH RI PHPRU\ LQ $PDO¶V SHUVRQDO LGHQWLW\ 7KH QDWLRQDO LGHQWLW\ LV EDVHG RQ WKH DXWKRU¶V
narrations of the daily life struggle, misery and resistance of the Palestinian people. The novel covers the major 
events in the contemporary Palestinian history since the catastrophe (nakba) in 1984 till present time highlighting 
the reflections of these events on people and their life.  
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